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who have given their lives to defend
this Nation.

The people of Mississippi are proud
and supportive of those in military
service. On Memorial Day, citizens all
across our State will join other Ameri-
cans to remember, honor, and say a
prayer of thanksgiving for those who
gave their lives in service to their
country. We will also remember and
comfort their families, who mourn the
loss of loved ones. We will enjoy the
fellowship of our friends and neighbors
with whom we enjoy the liberty that
has been so preciously guarded by the
fallen.

The national day of commemoration
that we observe today evolved from a
practice first started in the aftermath
of the Civil War. In April 1866, citizens
of Columbus, MS, started what became
Decoration Day, time set aside to deco-
rate the graves of Confederate and
Union soldiers alike. That tradition of
honoring all those who have paid the
ultimate sacrifice continues to this
day. It is the right thing to do.

While we naturally look back to bat-
tles now consigned to history, we will
also honor those brave men and women
who, in more recent times, have died
for their country. This Memorial Day
2014, my State will remember Army
SPC Terry K.D. Gordon of Shubuta,
MS, who lost his life in a helicopter ac-
cident in Now Bahar, Afghanistan, on
December 18, 2013. We will mourn his
loss and honor him for his courage,
dedication and sacrifice.

This Memorial Day should also
prompt us to recommit ourselves to
meeting our obligations to the men and
women who take up arms to protect
this great Nation. The serious prob-
lems that surround the delivery of ben-
efits and services we owe to our vet-
erans are unacceptable. The Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs has an impor-
tant and sacred mission to uphold the
full faith and trust of our government’s
commitment to our veterans.

As I observe Memorial Day and honor
those who have given their lives to
their country, I will also be mindful of
our commitment to protect and sup-
port veterans and their families.

————

SKI AREA RECREATIONAL
OPPORTUNITY ENHANCEMENT ACT

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam
President, I wish to highlight an im-
portant milestone in our work in Con-
gress. I speak of my legislation to cre-
ate year-round, sustainable jobs in
mountain communities around the
country while expanding opportunities
for Americans to enjoy the great out-
doors through the expansion of summer
recreational opportunities at ski areas.
On April 17, 2014, the U.S. Forest Serv-
ice issued its final directives for imple-
menting my Ski Area Recreational Op-
portunity Act, a law that allows and
encourages ski areas on national for-
ests to offer new activities for all sea-
sons, such as expanded hiking and
mountain biking, Frisbee golf, climb-
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ing walls, mountain coasters, zip lines,
ropes courses, special events, and other
popular activities.

I am proud to have led this bipar-
tisan effort, from my time in the
House, where I first introduced the Ski
Area Recreational Opportunity En-
hancement Act, to here in the Senate,
where we saw the president sign it into
law in 2011. After its passage, I worked
with stakeholders and the U.S. Forest
Service to make sure that the law’s im-
plementation empowers site-specific
decisions that are appropriate for ski
areas and local communities. This al-
lows for the greatest opportunity for
success in achieving the bill’s main
goals: boosting rural economies and
promoting outdoor recreation. I would
like to thank my colleagues Senators
FEINSTEIN, HELLER, and BARRASSO for
working with me to ensure this would
happen.

Ski areas across the country and es-
pecially in my home State of Colorado
have embraced the new flexibility pro-
vided by the Ski Area Recreational Op-
portunity Enhancement Act. Since its
passage, they have been proposing
projects to create activities for all sea-
sons. I encourage the U.S. Forest Serv-
ice to quickly review these proposals
and to reach the best decision for each
local project and community. That in-
cludes allowing for public input as pre-
scribed by the National Environmental
Policy Act. The local U.S. Forest Serv-
ice land managers have a strong record
of successfully working with ski areas
to manage these long-running partner-
ships and that record is one of the rea-
sons I advocated for a flexible directive
empowering local decisionmaking.

I want to thank the U.S. Forest Serv-
ice for finalizing a directive that pro-
vides that flexibility.

The U.S. Forest Service estimates
that expanded recreational opportuni-
ties at ski areas will increase summer
visits to national forests by 600,000 peo-
ple each year, create 600 full or part-
time jobs and inject nearly $40 million
into mountain communities. I think we
all can agree these are substantial
gains for rural economies and a testa-
ment to the importance of these ski
areas to the recreation community and
the American public at large.

I also would like to recognize the im-
portant support of our other cospon-
sors: Senators MURRAY, BENNET, RISCH,
SHAHEEN, ENZzI, CANTWELL, AYOTTE,
SANDERS, REID, LEAHY, and STABENOW.
It was a strong bipartisan effort and I
know we are all eager to see projects
get underway to benefit rural econo-
mies and the recreating public.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

COOKS FROM THE VALLEY

e Mrs. BOXER. Madam President, I
want to commend the extraordinary
work of Cooks from the Valley, a vol-
unteer organization dedicated to sup-
porting our Nation’s servicemembers,
veterans and their families.
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Cooks from the Valley was estab-
lished in Bakersfield, CA, by local resi-
dent Tom Anton, to bring the taste of
home cooking to military members
stationed all over the world.

What first began with one person in
Bakersfield has grown to a diverse
group of service-minded volunteers
from coast to coast bound by one com-
mon goal: to say thank you to the men
and women who serve in the TU.S.
Armed Forces.

Our military members and their fam-
ilies have made tremendous sacrifices
and they deserve nothing less than the
full and enduring support of a grateful
nation. As co-chair of the Senate Mili-
tary Family Caucus, I want to express
my deepest gratitude to everyone at
Cooks from the Valley—Mr. Anton, the
volunteers, and many community sup-
porters for their steadfast support of
our servicemembers, veterans, and
their families.

These dedicated Americans gener-
ously volunteer their time and re-
sources to travel to all corners of the
globe, providing our servicemembers
with a taste of home that has boosted
the spirits and filled the stomachs of
those who put their lives on the line
each and every day in service to our
Nation. Cooks from the Valley’s unique
way of giving back to our military men
and women should be an inspiration to
us all.

As Americans, we have an obligation
to give back to those who give so much
for us. For many years, Cooks from the
Valley has worked to fulfill this re-
sponsibility and I know they will con-
tinue to make a difference in the lives
of our military families for many years
to come.®

———

MILITARY APPRECIATION MONTH

e Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, I
wish to recognize our military service-
members, their families, and all vet-
erans who have sacrificed in the service
of this great country. After a long win-
ter, Americans are finally enjoying the
outdoors and spending precious time
with their loved ones this month. But
we should always remember that we
enjoy these freedoms because the
Guard, Reserve, and Active members of
the U.S. military remain diligent,
ready and willing to serve and sac-
rifice.

We celebrate our 15th annual Na-
tional Military Appreciation Month
this year, thanks to the leadership of
my colleague Senator MCCAIN, who
sponsored legislation in 1999 that set
aside an entire month to honor, re-
member, and appreciate the patriotism
and dedication of the military and
their families. Military Appreciation
Month includes specific recognition of
Loyalty Day on May 1, Victory in Eu-
rope Day on May 8, Military Spouse
Appreciation Day on May 9, Armed
Forces Day on May 17, and, most im-
portantly, Memorial Day on May 26.

From the American Revolution to
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, mili-
tary men and women have always made
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